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NEW  FINDS 

Please  send  all  new  finds  and  corrections  to  the  3nl  Edition  of 
EDKJNS  CATALOGUE,  all  states  except  West  Virginia  to: 

Crawford  Biakeman,  Sr. 

P.  O.  Box  356 
Middlesboro,  KY  40965 

All  West  Virginia  new  finds  and  corrections  to  the  current 
EDKINS  CATALOGUE  are  to  be  sent  to: 

James  Lackey 
110  Deer  Run  Road 
Huntington  WV  25704-9200 


PRESIDENT:  Walter  “Doc”  Fletcher,  P.  O. 
Box  618,  Pikeville,  KY  14502-0618 
VICE-PRESIDENTS:  John  J.  Podgurski,  24 
Hemlock  Lane,  Elysburg,  PA  17824 
James  Singleton,  P.  O.  Box  41,  Hugheston, 
WV  25110 

Harold  “Corkey”  Snodgress,  P.  O.  Box  142, 
MacArthur,  WV  25873 

I  SECRETARY:  W.  C.  Stump,  P.  O.  Box 
444,  Loyall,  KY  40854-0444 
TREASURER:  Crawford  Biakeman,  Sr.,  P. 
O.  Box  536  Middlesboro,  KY  40906 
INTERM  EDITOR:  W.  C.  Stump,  P.  O. 

Box  444,  Loyall,  KY  40854-0444 
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REFERENCE  BOOKS  AVAILABLE  FROM 
THE  NSCA,  INC.  AND  CURRENT  PRICES 

1.  Edkins  Catalogue  of  West  Virginia  Coal  Scrip  -  NEW!!  $40.00  +  $3.50  postage 

Z.  Edkins  Catalogue,  All  States  Except  WV  -  $30.00  +  $3.50  postage. 

3.  Tran  tow  Catalogue  of  Lumber  Scrip  -  $40.00  +  $3.50  postage. 

.  Schenkman’s  Catalogue  of  Exploder  Tokens  -  $18.00  +  $3.50 
postage. 

Th/>rlri11  S  •20:000  Coal  ComPany  Stores”  Soft  Bound  -  $10.00  +  $3  30  postage 
The  above  pnce  ,s  to  NSCA  members.  Please  send  payment  to  NSCA 

Crawford  Blakeman,  Treasurer 
P.  O.  Box  536 
Middlesboro,  KY  40965 

Phone  606-248-3801 
Email  clibsr@wwgap.net 

DEALERS  INQUIRE  FOR  QUANITY  PRICES. 


NSCA’S  BOOK  DONATION  PROGRAM 

By:  Crawford  Blakeman,  Sr. 


NSCA^ehnnekSHmarn0t  be  aware’  and  °'der  members  may  need  reminding  of 

school  lihrari  d°na^on  Pro9rarr>-  Any  member  can  request  books  for  public  and 
school  libraries  and  museums.  There  is  no  charge  for  the  books  Tholi! 

TmasurerPOreBoxa,536e  3  request  ,0  Crawford  Blakeman 

Daw  bv^he  memher  O  fh  Mlddlesboro’.  KY  40965.  Shipping  charges  must  be 
paid  by  the  member  or  (he  party  receiving  the  book  or  books  and  a  receipt  for 

same  forwarded  to  NSCA.  Books  in  storage  are  not  helping  our  hobby  in  ,he 


ADVERTISING  RATES 

The  following  rates  are  now  in  effect. 


THE  QUOTES  ARE  BASED  ON  A  8  Vi”  X  11”  PAGE. 


Single  issue  (Camera  ready  only) 

Annual  Contract  (Ca 

mera  ready  only) 

Full  Page - $20.00 

Full  Page - 

- SI  20.00 

Half  Page . -$12.00 

Half  Page - 

. $  65.00 

Quarter  Page - $  7.00 

Quarter  Page - 

- $  35.00 
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THE  NATIONAL  SCRIP  COLLECTOR’S 

ASSOCIATION,  INC. 

BLUEFIELD  SPRING  MEETING  -  May  7th  and  8th 

RAMADA  INN 
BLUEFIELD,  WV 
Exit  1,  Rt.  52 

This  NSCA,  Inc.  event  is  FREE  to  all  members  in  good  standing  ONLY 
and  for  ONE  guest.  A  Guest  is  defined  as  a  spouse  or  family  member. 

Banquet  -  6:00  P.  M.  Friday  -  May  7,  2004. 

Swap  Meet  —  7:00  P.  M.  Friday  —  May  7,  2004  —  Main  Banquet  Room 

Scrip  Show  -  7:00  A.  M.  until  1:00  P.  M.  May  8,  2004.  Buy,  Sell  and 
trade. 

Call  now  to  reserve  your  room.  Special  rates  to  members:  $55.00  for  a 
double.  Cut-off  for  discount  on  rooms  is  April  21,  2004. 

Call  toll  free:  1-888-613-9080  or  304-328-5421. 

Call  for  more  information:  Harold  ‘Corkey’  at  304-253-5446 


MY  APOLOGY 

> 

By:  W.  C.  Stump 

As  everyone  knows,  and  due  to  circumstances  beyond  my  control,  I 
made  some  errors  in  the  last  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK.  I  listed  the  wrong 
dates  for  the  Spring  Meeting,  the  wrong  telephone  numbers  for  the 
motel  and  for  the  host,  Harold  “Corkey”  Snodgress.  I  take  full 
responsibility  for  my  errors  and  have  corrected  them  in  this  issue.  I 
hope  no  member  was  seriously  unconvinced. 
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NSCA  SPRING  MEETING 
BLUEFIELD,  WV 
May  7-8,  2004 

SHOW  PROMOTOR  -  Harold  ‘Corkey’  Snodgress. 

EAST  RIVER  MOUNTAIN  INN 

(Formerly  Ramada  Inn) 

This  NSCA  Inc.  event  is  FREE  to  all  members  in  good 
standing  ONLY  and  for  ONE  guest.  A  guest  is  defined 
as  a  spouse  or  family  member. 

Banquet  -  6:00  P.  M.  Friday  -  May  7,  2004  -  Swap  Meet  -  7:00 
P.  M.  Friday  -  Banquet  Room.  Buy  —  Sell  -  Trade 
Scrip  Show  -  7:00  A.  M.  to  1:00  P.  M.  Saturday  -  May  8,  2004 

Buy  -  Sell  -  Trade 

Call  now  to  reserve  your  room.  Special  rates  to 
member.  $55.00  for  a  double.  Cut  off  for  discount  on 
rooms  is  April  21,  2004. 

Call  Toll  Free:  1-888-613-9080 

OR 

304-325-5421 

For  additional  information  call: 

Harold  ‘Corkey’  Snodgress 
304-253-5446 
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ARTICLE  OF  INTEREST 

Scriptor  Charles  II.  Perry  sent  a  series  of  newspapers  clipping  recently  published  by  the  POWELL 
VALLEY  NEWS,  Pennington  Gap,  Virginia.  Noted  writer  Jadon  Gibson  wrote  the  article  from  his 
column  FROM  TIIP.  MOUNTAINS.  Charles  thought  the  story  would  be  of  interest  and  the  first  two 
parts  are  presented  in  this  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK  for  your  reading  pleasure  about  a  tragic  time  in 
coal  mining  history. 
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The  Fourmile  Mine  Disaster 


The  mountains  of  eastern  Kentucky  are  centuries 
old  but  the  history  of  the  white  man  in  the  region 
dates  back  less  than  300  years. 

Dr  Thomas  Walker  and  his  band  of  five  men  docu¬ 
mented  the  discovery  of  Cumberland  Gap  in  1750 
before  venturing  deeper  into  the  area  that  is  now 
Kentucky  and  building  the  first  log  cabin. 

Daniel  Boone  and  other  longhunters  came  in  the 
years  that  followed  and  thousands  of  pioneers  came 
and  settled  Kentucky  and  ventured  beyond  in  the 
years  thereafter. 

Isaac  Shelby  was  an  early  settler  and  large.land- 
owner  in  southeastern  Kentucky.  He  became 
Kentucky's  first  governor  when  statehood  was 
granted  in  1792.  Much  of  his  large  farm  was  located 
in  the  area  now  known  as  Fourmile,  in  Bell  County. 

Abraham  Lincoln's  parents  migrated  through 
Cumberland  Gap  a  few  years  later.  In  the  mid-1800's, 
while  Lincoln  was  president,  the  armies  of  blue  and 
p-ay  marched  along  essentially  the  same  roads  dur¬ 
ing  the  War  Between  the  States. 

Bell  County  was  little  more  than  a  wilderness 
until  entrepreneurs  began  mining  coal  in  the  1880’s. 
This  presented  a  need  for  railroads  and  workers  were 
needed  to  build  them.  They  were  also  needed  to  work 
the  mines  and  timber,  to  build  houses,  stores  and 
shops. 

In  the  mid-1890's  coal-mining  operations  began 
near  Pineville.,  Most  of  the  workers  were  recruited 
from  other  states  during  the  influx  of  workers  into 
the  region.  A  town  sprang  up  four  miles  from 
Pineville  and  it  took  the  name  Fourmile. 

The  rjjijie  operators  built  houses,  schools  and 
churches  for  the  workers.  The  houses  were  rented  to 
the  miners  with  the  rent  deducted  from  their  pay. 
The  homes  were  heated  by  coal  and  their  pay  was 
debited  the  amount  of  the  fuel.  The  families  shopped 
for  food,  clothing^and  household  needs  at  the  com¬ 
pany  store.  This  charges,  too,  were  deducted  from 
their  pay. 

The  miners  received  little  pay  after  the  deduc¬ 
tions  but  not  much  was  needed  that  they  couldn't 
charge  at  the  company  store  against  future  wages. 


The  miners  and  their  families  felt  secure  and  were 
satisfied  because  they  had  more  than  they  were  ac¬ 
customed  to  having.  Their  homes  were  comfortable 
and  they  ate  well.  They  were  satisfied  with  their 
standard  of  living. 

Over  the  next  several  decades,  Fourmile  became 
rundown  and  by  1945  most  of  the  houses  were  di¬ 
lapidated  and  worn.  William  E.  Lewis,  the  owner  of 
the  mine  and  coal  camp  had  little  difficulty  in  find¬ 
ing  workers.  Residents  in  Bell  County  and  through¬ 
out  the  mountain  area  have  a  long  history  of  indus¬ 
triousness. 

They  came  up  at  the  end  of  the  day  exhausted 
cramped,  blackened,"  Dr.  McClurkan,  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Pineville,  told  a  reporter  of 
the  Chicago  Sun  in  1946.  "They  get  their  pay  enve¬ 
lopes  every  Saturday  night  and  many  of  them  gather 
with  their  fellow  miners." 

"I  have  a  lot  of  empathy  for  them.  It  is  dark  and 
cold  underground.  Men  walk  stooped  and  fear  gnaws 
at  them.  Loneliness  grows  in  their  veins.  Saturday 
brings  a  freedom  for  them  from  the  grind,  the  dan¬ 
ger,  the  discomfort,  the  stoop  in  the  back,  the  coal 
dust  in  the  pores  of  their  skin,  the  coal  dust  in  their 
throat.  It  brings  freedom  from  loneliness,  the  dark 
and  the  cold." 

Christmas  of  1945  was  a  happy  time  in  Fourmile. 
World  War  II  had  ended  and  the  economy  was  show¬ 
ing  signs  of  prosperity.  Miners  wpre  starting  to  buy 
cars,  radios,  phonographs  and  other  consumer  goods. 

Santa  Claus  arrived  with  presents  bringing  cheer. 
The  miner's  money  was  spent  for  the  most  part  when 
they  reported  for  work  the  following  day  but  they 
were  secure  because  they  could  charge  most  any¬ 
thing  they  needed. 

Tragedy  struck  early  on  the  morning  of  Decem¬ 
ber  26, 1946  however,  when  an  explosion  rocked  the 
mine  at  Fourmile  leaving  31  miners  trapped.  The 
attention  of  the  entire  nation  focused  on  the  local 
mountain  area  in  the  days  that  followed. 

Editor's  note:  Learn  more  about  this  true  story 
from  the  mountains  next  week  in  Jadon's  From  the 
Mountains  in  the  Powell  Valley  News. 
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The  Fourmile  Mine  Disaster,  Part  Two 


Disaster  struck  the  Kentucky  Straight  Creek  Min¬ 
ing  Company  at  Fourmile,  KY,  on  the  day  after 
Christmas  in  1946. 

No  one  on  the  outside  of  the  Bell  County  mine  knew 
about  the  explosions  until  about  9  a.m.'when  a  boy 
checking  on  his  family's  goats  on  a  nearby  hill,  saw 
thick  smoke  coming  out  of  the  mine  portal.  A  train 
engineer  saw  the  smoke  at  nearly  the  same  time  and 
began  ringing  the  bell  of  his  locomotive. 

Within  minutes  word  of  the  explosion  and  mine 
nre  spread  through  the  100  or  so  company  houses  in 
Fourmile  Hollow.  Women  ran  from  house  to  house 
some  with  children  following  behind,  goon  a  mass  of 
women  and  children  were  running  down  the  railroad 

tracks  toward  the  mine  as  the  train  bell  continued 
to  ring. 

Soon  as  many  as  two  hundred  people  were  near 
the  mine  portal.  They  learned  that  31  miners  were 
trapped  inside. 

My  man's  down  there,"  a  woman  said,  noticeably 
worried  as  she  daubed  her  apron  at  her  teary  eyes. 

Mine  too,  another  woman  followed  as  she  held 
a  little  baby  girl.  "His  father  is  in  there  too." 

Many  of  the  miners  employed  in  the  Fourmile 
mine  lived  near  each  other,  in  houses  owned  by  the 
company.  The  Chicago  Sun  Times  reported  at  the 
time  that  they  were  like  palaces  when  compared  to 
other  homes  in  the  area. 

Miner  Champ  Patterson,  age  46,  entered  the  mine 
earlier  that  morning. 

,  "He  dr°pped  a  grocery  list  off  at  the  commissary 
before  he  went  in,"  a  store  worker  said.  "He  said  I 
’  Probably  couldn't  read  it  but  to  send  the  groceries 
out  right  away  as  the  family  needed  them.  When  I 
•  told  him  I  could  read  the  list  just  fine  he  started 

laughing.  He  said  his  five  year  old  daughter  had 
written  it." 

The  intense  fire  in  the  mine  lessened  through  the 
night  of  December  27  and  rescue  efforts  began  the 
next  morning.  Several  hundred  onlookers  were  clus¬ 
tered  on  the  hillside  near  the  mouth  of  the  mine. 

•  A  baby  cried  prompting  her  mother  to  say,  "Hush, 
hush,  now!  Daddy'll  be  coming  up  soon  and  we'll  go 
home.  Don’t  cry  now.  Mommy's  not  crying.  See." 

They  crowded  around  bonfires  on  the  barren  slope, 
moving  closer  to  the  portal  to  see  the  rescuers  when 


they  surfaced. 

McKinley  Leath,  a  20  year-old  youth,  talked  about 
his  father. 

"Dad  often  takes  the  day  off  after  holidays,"  he 
said.  "He  decided  last  night  that  he  would  go  ahead 
and  work  today.  I  wish  he  hadn't." 

Bob  Whitney,  a  50  year  old  black  miner,  said  he 
was  lucky  he  wasn't  trapped  inside  with  the  others. 

"I  was  late  for  the  mantrip  which  takes  us  into 
the  mine,"  he  explained.  They  started  off  before  I 
got  there.  If  they  hadn't  I'd  be  in  there  too." 

Ordinarily  forty  miners  work  the  shifL  but  some 
had  not  returned  from  out-of-town  Christmas  vis¬ 
its.  A  few  others  missed  due  to  sickness. 

Approximately  100  rescuers  dug  for  30  hours  with 
only  four  hours  of  rest.  They  were  totally  exhausted 
and  an  appeal  was  sent  throughout  the  coal  region 
of  Kentucky,  Virginia,  Tennessee  and  West  Virginia, 
for  trained  mine  rescue  teams.  Mine  officials  had 
little  hope  of  finding  the  miners  alive. 

Volunteer  truckers,  timbermen,  hardrock  men 
and  common  laborers  arrived  in  the  days  that  fol-  : 
lowed,  toiling  day  and  night  with  shovels,  picks  and 
■  '  fil;efighling  equipment.  Periodically  they  exited  the 
mine,  coughing  repeatedly  even  though  they  wore 
gas  masks  and  helmets.  Their  eyes  were  also  no¬ 
ticeably  reddened.  They  looked  ill  and  discouraged 
but  soon  reentered  the  innards  of  the  dark  moun¬ 
tain  with  its  bad  air,  smoke  and  carbon  monoxide. 

"Lots  of  fires  burning  in  the  coal  down  there," 
one  of  the  men  uttered.  "The  crosscuts  are  full  of 
smoke,  black  and  damp.  Gas  is  everywhere.  Nobody 
can  get  through." 

Leonard  Mills,  age  22,  was  a  member  of  the  res¬ 
cue  crew.  His  father,  Frank  Mills,  was  one  of  the 
trapped  miners.  "I'll  keep  right  on  working  until  we 
get  them  out  of  there,"  he  said. 

As  the  hour  grew  late  it  began  to  rain  heavily, 
the  women  took  their  babies  home.  After  they  were 
put  in  care  of  neighbors  or  older  children,  the  women 

walked  back  to  the  mine  along  the  highway  and  rail¬ 
road.1* 

They  waited  for  news  of  their  loved  ones. 

Editor's  note:  Read  more  about  this  true  story  next 
week  in  Jadon's  From  the  Mountains  in  the  Powell 
Valley  News.  * 


S.C.A.  FREE  ADS  FOR  MEMBERS- 


Free  Ads  are  available  to  N. S.C.A.  members  at  no  charge.  The  only  requirements 
eing  that  they  are  limited  to  4  lines,  one  ad  per  issue.  You  may  send  up  to  four 

different  ads  in  one  mailing.  Deadline  for  Free  Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the 


postmark  of  the  current  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK.  All  ads  received  after  the  dpndl.y 


will  be  held  for  the  following  issue.  No  ad  will  rerun  automatically,  each  issue  will 
require  a  separate  request.  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to  SCRIP  TALK  Editor  and  NOT 
the  Free  Ad  Editor.  SEND  ALL  FREE  ADS  TO:  Steve  Ratliff,  N. S.C.A.  Free  Ad 
Editor,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  drive,  Milton,  Florida  32583-7343  or  E-mai 
Steve@Ratliff.com  (Note:  *  at  the  end  of  your  ad  indicates  you  need  to  renew  it 


WANTED  -  GREENBRIER  COUNTY  WEsT VIRGINIA  TRADE  TOKENS  and  others 

from  West  Virginia.  (  clff635@aol.com  )  Donald  Clifford,  P.O.  Box  65  St  Albans 
WV  25177  '  ns' 

o^USTED  KENTtJCKy  BIMETAL  COAL  SCRIP  FOR  SALE  -  The  R.  H.  Elkhorn  Co. I 
,  Richam,  KY.  Nice  condition.  Will  trade  for  rare  WV  coal  scrip,  saloon  tokens  or 
merchant  tokens.  David  Schenkman,  Box  366,  Bryantown,  MD  20617  emaill 
dave@turtlehillban.io.com  -  _  1 

TRADINS  AND  SELLING  FOLLOWING:  KY  and  W.Va.  coal  tokens,  exploders  wood 

KY  and  OH  Good  For  Tokens.  If  interested,  request  list.  Eugene  Miller.  3306  Startan 
Ct.,  Louisville,  KY  40220-2111  + _ 

WANTED  -  COAL  SCRIP  FROM  LEE  COUNTY  KENTUCKY.  Send  price  and  describe 
to:  Charles  Miller.  200W  -  900N,  Wawaka,  IN  46794  ♦ 

WANTED:  FORDSON  COAL  COMPANY  SCRIP,  from  Kentucky  and  West  ViV^kT 
Write,  call  or  E-mail  me  at  Darrell  Rainbolt,  1455  Short  Street,  Corydon  IN 
— Z112-2200.  Phone  812-738-2579.  E-mail  darrellrainbolt@peoplepc.com  ♦ 

MORE  AND  MORE  SCRIPTORS  ARE  USING  THE  CONVENIENCE  OF  EMAILTO 
SEND  THEIR  FREE  AD  IN.  SEND  YOUR  FREE  AD  TO:  Steve@Ratliff  com 


FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  Florida  tokens  of  all  types  wanted.  Send  60t  stamp 
for  free  sample  of  Florida  Token  Society's  newsletter,  TOKENEWS  and  request  free 
Florida  token.  Check  out  the  Florida  Token  Society  web  site: 
http://www.steve.ratliff.com/fts/-  you  can  join  and  pay  dues  on-line!  Will  Steve 
Ratliff,  1717  Soint  Marys  Bay  Drive.  Milton,  FL  32583-7343  Steve@Ratliff  com 

\A/  A  N.  1TC  f\  •  D  /  n C Pi  /  z’  a  r\  k  r\  4  r\  k  /  .  !  '  =============:=::=  — 


WANTED:  PAPER  /  CARDBOARD  SCRIP  (coal,  sales  tax,  etc.  );  scatter  tags;  payroll 
cards;  explosives  /  ammunition  labels  /  \nser\s:  paper  tobacco  tags;  tobacco  bag 

drawstring  tags.  Scott  McClung,  8381 -H  Montgomery  Run  Road,  Ellicott  City  MD 
21043+ 
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A  REMINDER,  'V'  AFTER  Y OUR  AD  MEANS  IT  IS  TIME  TO  RENEW 
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National  Scrip  Collectors  Association,  Inc. 

MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  FORM  2003 


m 


$15.00 

$60.00 


19  72 


DUES  FOR  ONE  YEAR 
FIVE  YEAR  DUES 
LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  $300.00 


Name: 


City: 


Address: 


State: 


Zip: 


Phone  Number 


.Email  Address 


New  Member 


AMOUNT  PAID:$ 


SEND  YOUR  RENEWAL  DUES  TO: 

> 

William  C.  Stump  —  Secretary 
P.  O.  Box  444 
Loyall,  KY  40854-0444 
606-574-0643 

Email:  stumpwclark@harlanonline.net 


$15.00 

$60.00 


ALL  COAL  &  LUMBER  SCRIP 

WEST  VIRGINIA  MERCHANTS 

TOKENS 

CIVIL  WAR  TOKENS 
POCKET  WATCHES 
WAR  RELICS 
U.S.  COINS  &  CURRENCY 

Doug  Bumgarduer  ■  A.N.A.  #50786 

Kanawha  Coin  Shop 
712  Fife  Street 

Charleston,  WV  25301 

Phone:  (304)  342-8081  Fax:  (304)  342-9401 

Web:  www.kanawhacoin.com 
E-Mail:  kanawhacoin@citynet.net 


